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and that they were as capable of fine feelings and fine
character as any other women. What difference can there
be between them and our own blood sisters ? And if we do
not allow our own sisters to be used for immoral purposes,
how dare we allow these to be so used ? Let the Hindus
who are in any way whatsoever connected with these
things purge society of this pest. The majority of them
have promised to retrace their steps, if I fulfil the promise
I have made to them. But if they cannot, I shall blame not
them but the society in which they are passing their lives.
It is up to you to extend the hand of fellowship to these
sisters, it is up to you to see that they are reclaimed from
their life of shame. I know that when they are again face
to face with temptation it will become difficult for them to
resist it. But if man will restrain his lust and society stands
up against the evil, it will be easily possible to rid society
of the evil." *

'Young India, 22-9-f27                                                             M. D.
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THE DEVADASI

The indefatigable Dr. S. Muthulakshmi Reddi writes :
" As you have been openly denouncing the devadasi system in
the Hindu temples, I make bold to appeal to you for help in the
great task of getting rid of that evil. In this Presidency I find it an
uphill task, as the so-called educated men and even some of the
most prominent Congressmen oppose my reform measures and
defend that infamous institution.

" My Devadasi Bill, which has now become an Act, deals only
with the Inam-holding devadasis, but there is a section of that
community which practises dedication under the cloak of religion
simply to make a living out of prostitution. This is nothing but
traffic in children; because children are even bought and adopted
(adoption by a devadasi is allowed by our Hindu Law), and, at
an age when they are innocent and cannot judge or act for them-
selves, are led into this abnominable life from which they rarely
escape. I have had many memorials and petitions from the

* From    a    description    of    Gandhiji's    visit    to    Mayavaram
(Tamil Nad)